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Message from the President of the Rice 
County Genealogical Society, Mary Zabel 

As I continue to read Genealogy Newsletters 
from all over the state, a common struggle seems to 
present itself, “What is our purpose as an 
organization and do needs for our organizations still 
exist?” The Rice Covmty Genealogy Society has a 
long and strong history of helping members 
navigate their way through formal brick and mortar 
agencies and literary sources that have recorded our 
family’s journey to the present. Our society helped 
to point out those avenues. Today there obviously 
are significantly easier ways to make the trip rather 
than on foot with pen and paper in hand. We felt 
we may have lost our usefulness and discussed the 
potential of non-existence for lack of need as it 
appeared that on-line programs had usiuped our 
role. 

With further thought, we noted that people 
are continuing to use the internet which is 
increasingly making this information accessible. It 
has promoted a large variety of systems which 
provide the information as well as offering a format 
for its documentation. These systems allow for data 
collection right in the comfort of people’s homes at 
a cost as variable as the sources providing 
information. We agreed that despite this wealth of 
information, we had valid concerns worth sharing 
our personal experiences about how some of these 
programs secure their information. We are 
incredibly lucky to have a variety of members who 
either have authored some of these programs or 
have had significant experience in using one or 
more sources to record their family history. 

After long discussions and indecisiveness, we 
concluded that we either had to try to provide some 
educational offerings related to the use of some of 
these programs or consider that our organization 
had served its best purpose and opt for disbanding. 
We opted for attempting some educational 
opportunities and took the plunge to offer to our 
community what skills we had. Our trial class 
offering focused on sharing our best practices and 
evaluations of cost effectiveness from our personal 


experience. We also decided to share our pros and 
cons as well as offer prototypes of family 
documentations. 

We collaborated with our local historical societies 
to help us get the information out there about the 
class offerings and utilized their facilities in a cost 
sharing experience that has yielded positive interest 
and success in our first two attempts. Our 
participants have been great about sharing their 
experiences as well as the journey through on-line 
resources together. I am so proud and thankful as 
the class instructors have voluntarily developed 
these series of classes in the interest of sharing 
knowledge with future generations. Our society has 
grown in membership as a secondary result. We are 
currently hindered by the Covid-19 pandemic but 
will continue our venture as our society currently 
has a strong goal and purpose. 
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New Book 


Free Videos from Rootstech 


ChrWtdala Evang«<feal 
Swedish Ijjrtheran Church 
and Cemetery 

Miilershurg («ice Cotmty) MM 



estoblished July 1877 


Published by John Dalby 

The book Christdala Evangelical Swedish Lutheran 
Church and Cemetery Millersburg (Rice County) 
MN covers from the start to the disbanding of the 
Church. Included in the book are pictures of the 
founding fathers, the history of the building of the 
church, former Pastors and obituaries of the people 
buried in the cemetery. 

With the many donations from relatives and friends 
of Christdala, the Preservation Board has been able 
to re-roof, paiint, and fix windows of the church. 
Also, donations have made it possible to fence the 
church and cemetery property, and flag pole. 
Donation of land has increased the size of the 
cemetery. 

To purchase the book call the Rice Coxmty 
Historical Society Museum 507-332-2121, or stop 
by the Museum (call first due to limited number of 
patrons allowed in the Museum store at this time) 
or email rchs@,rchistorv.org to place your order. 
The book is $10 plus tax and shipping. 


Our April and May meetings were canceled due to 
the Flu Pandemic. We had planned to view two 
videos from the 2020 Rootstech. 

Those two Videos, plus more, can be accessed, for 
free, from your home computer for viewing at your 
leisure. 

To access the videos 

1. rootstech.org 

2. click Video Archive 

3. on drop-down list click Free Video Archive 

4. Roots Tech 2020, three choices 

Keynote & General Sessions 
Roots Tech Sessions 
LDS Members sessions 

5. choose Roots Tech Sessions 
there are 19 session choices 

6. choose the one you want to view 

A few I have viewed and recommend are 
“Finding Your Elusive Female Ancestors” 
“German Research for the Everyday American” 
“2019: Year of the Copyright” 

Option to #4 the Keynotes and General Sessions 
are more general inspirational/entertaining with life 
stories 

I viewed the session featuring Emmitt Smith. I 
remember him from “Dancing with the Stars” 
others might recall his football career. 

Other General Sessions, from another year. I’ve 

viewed and recommend are 

2018 Scott Hamilton 

2018 Dr Henry Louis Gates Jr. 


National Genealogical Society 

is offering non-members free access to five years of 
NGS Monthly through 31 July 2020. Everyone 
interested in family history can read insightfixl 
articles in the digital publication archive 
NGSgenealogy.org>Leaming Center>NGS 
Monthly> Archive 

Also check out the option in the Learning Center 
drop down menu Free Genealogy Resources. 
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Albert Alexander Dushek 

by Mary Zabel 

As I experience the unsettling, unknowns of 
our current pandemic, I can only understand the tip 
of the iceberg that my grandparents experienced 
back in the pandemic of 1917. Back then, the 
knowledge about the methods of spread were 
limited and the analysis of the spread and 
precautions limited as well. My grandparents, 

Frank and Mary (Meixner) Dushek, had nine 
children, ranging in age from thirteen to twenty- 
four, with my mother being the youngest. The 
information I have gleaned is from her personal 
experience of the disease that took the life of one of 
her older brothers in a matter of three days. 

Her brother, Albert Alexander Dushek, was a 
young healthy twenty-two-year-old lad with no 
medical problems, engaged to be married in the 
next several months, working as a tinsmith at the 
King Ventilating Company in Owatonna. It was in 
the winter of 1920 when he hitched his horse to the 
wagon and headed off to town. Mom described it 
as a cold and blustery eve, but he made it home 
without incident. The next day he came down with 
a high fever, chills, and overall weakness. He spent 
2 days in bed. Mom observed him shaking 
violently and having difficulty responding. He died 
the next day to everyone’s’ shock and fear of what 
happened. Thank goodness no one else in their 
family of six, who still lived at home, experienced 
the severity of symptoms that resulted in his death. 
There was an outpouring of grief from all the 
neighbors as they likewise feared the cause. 
Attached is the beautiful headstone that graces his 
grave in Sacred Heart Cemetery. 

Even though it is 100 years to date from this 
event for Albert, we carry the same fear of the 
unknown outcome, particularly to the aged and 
individuals with comorbidities. We await the 
formulation of a vaccine that in 1920 they knew not 
yet its existence. We have a reality experience of 
an unknown outcome and have some first-hand 
knowledge of the fears they lived with and 
numerous ailments that threatened their family unit. 
May we soon be protected from this virus. 



Sacred Heart Cemetery 
Owatonna, Steele County, Minnesota 



Albert Alexander Dushek 
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On a Lighter Note 

Genealogy Sayings from around the Web 


“Why waste your money looking up you family 
tree. Just go into politics and your opponent will do 
it for you” — Mark Twain 

You live as long as you are remembered 
—Russian proverb 

“He who has no fools, knaves, or beggars in his 
family was begot by a flash of lightning.” — Old 
English Proverb 

Genealogy without Documentation is mythology 

Genealogy is like playing hide and seek: They 
hide... we seek! 

“I used to have a lot of free time then I 
discovered genealogy” 

“1 didn’t really want to get into genealogy! Kept 
putting it off! When I started, within six weeks 1 
had my father narrowed down to one of three or 
four people!” — old joke 

Genealogy: where the answer to one problem 
leads to two more 

Genealogy is like a magic mirror. Look into it, and 
pretty soon, interesting faces appear. 

“If you don’t recount your family history it will 
be lost. Honor your own stories and tell them 
too. The tales may not seem very important, hut 
they are what binds families and makes each of 
us who we are.” by Madeline L’Engle 

I did a quick search at the library and found I am 
descended from Old King Cole 
—a beginner 

So many ancestors so little time. 


Smile 



Photographer Cathy Osterman, taken March 2020 


The Old Grand Theater is now the Grand Events 
Center in Northfield, Minnesota. 

This photo is found on the Northfield Historical 
Society Blog and used here with permission. Cathy 
says “it did make me chuckle when I took the 
photo” 
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Roman Hincheski 

Searching for Ship Arrival Record 

by Harriet Berg 

At one of our meetings several years back, Mary 
Zabel mentioned she had not been able to find the 
ship arrival record for her grandfather Roman 
Hincheski. 

I thought I would give it a try. 

He was bom: 14 Jan 1869 in Poland, served in the 
German military, immigrated to Owatonna, Steele 
County, Minnesota where he spent the rest of his 
life. 

1900 census immigrated 1891 
1910 census immigrated 1890 
1920 census immigrated 1896 

Searching the Immigration and Travel category in 
Ancestry.com, I tried every spelling combination of 
his last name I could think of but did not find him. 
Much later I thought to try looking for all with just 
the first name of Roman (no last name entered). 
Using a wide time frame for both his birth and 
arrival dates I did find him after going through 
many, many pages of the index and looking at the 
image of those with last name starting with “H”. 
Found a Roman Herkgewski in the index. The 
passenger list image showed him arriving Port of 
New York 26 May 1893, age 24 destination 
“Owatonna Minn” - that’s him! 

Using a narrower criterion bom 1869 +/- 1 year and 
arrival 1893 +/- 5 years he is 5* on the list and the 
only one with last name beginning with letter H. 

His destination “Owatonna, Minn” was the critical 
information needed to prove this is the correct 
person. 

More recently I have learned about using wild cards 
to do a more efficient search when there is 
uncertainty about spelling. 

Roman H*ski bom 1869 +/- 1 year and arrival 1893 
+/- 5 years finds only one person in the index 
meeting these criteria. 

Good practice, in addition to copying the page fi-om 
the passenger list containing you ancestor, copy the 
first and last page of the list and always record the 
source. Do look around the page where you find 
your ancestor for others coming from the same 

location; you might find relatives, neighbors, or 
friends. 


Spring 2020 


Ship Aller, Captain H. Christoffers 

Departed from Bremen, Germany with 795 

passengers, 12 more at Southampton, England 

Total 807 passengers 

Arrived Port of New York 26 May 1893 

Page 7 of 15, entry 354, line 16 

Roman Herkgewski [^ic Hincheski] 

Age: 24 years, can Read and Write 
Native Country: Germany 
Last Residence: Bremen 
Intended Destination: Owatonna, Minn 
Number of Pieces of Baggage: 1 
Port of Embarkation: Bremen 



Page 7 (top half) 


Source Citation 

Year: 1893; Arrival: New York, USA; Microfilm 
Serial: M237, 1820-1897, Line 16 

Source Information 

Ancestry.com, New York Passenger and Crew Lists, 1820- 
1957 [database on-line], Provo, UT, USA 
Ancestry.com Operations Inc., 2010 

Original Data: Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at New 

York, New York 1820-1897. Microfilm Publication M237, 

675 rolls. NAI: 6256867 

Records of the U.S. Customs Service, Record 

Group 36, National Archives at Washington, D.C. 
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Page 1 of 15 Ship Aller from Bremen arrived Port 
of New York 26 May 1893 



Page 15 of 15 Ship Aller from Bremen arrived Port 
ofNewYork26May 1893 



Searching with Wild Cards 

from Ancestry.com 

“Wild cards are special symbols used in searches to 
represent unknown letters in a word. 

Ancestry uses the asterisk (*) and the question mark 
(?) as wild cards. If you didn’t know, for example, 
whether a certain last name was spelled “Nielson” 
or Nielsen” you could do a search for the name 
using a wild card where the unknown letter goes: 
Niels?n. 

The * represents zero to five characters, while the ? 
represents one character. Wild cards do not work 
with Soundex matches. When searching with wild 
cards,... the first and last character must not both be 
wild cards, and all searches containing wild cards 
must contain at least three non-wild card letters. 

For example, though searching “*ohnson and 
Johnso* would work, *ohnso* would not; and while 
*ill would work *11 would not. 

To find names that begin with the same letters or to 
find alternate spellings of the same name; “Fran*” 
will produce results for both Frank and Francine. 
and Lac* will produce results for Lacy, Lacey, Laci, 
and Lacie.” 

Note: other data bases (familysearch.com) may 
have different criteria for the use of wild cards on 
their site. 

Rice County Genealogical Society Library 

Our Genealogy Library is located in the Northfield 
Historical Society Building, 408 Division Street, 
Northfield, sharing space with the Historical 
Society’s Library. To visit the library, make an 
appointment with the Northfield Historical Society 
call 507-645-9268 or email 
osterman@northfieldhistory.org 
Library news from Cathy Osterman, Executive 
Director of the Northfield Historical Society: There 

are some changes brought on by flood in Nov and 

water leak in Feb. “The room that was the library is 
now an office and the library shelves, books and file 
cabinets have been moved into the work room 
where there is a TON more space! I think it’s going 
to be a good location for everything moving 
forward.” 
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Rice County Genealogical Society 
408 Division Street 
Northfield, MN 55057 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL 

Membership is yearly January through December _ 

Name___ 

Address __ 

City _ State _Zip_ 

Phone __ 

Email ____ 

Type of Membership_Individual $20 per year 

_^Family $25 per year 

Send application (with check payable to Rice County Genealogical Society) to 
Rice County Genealogical Society 
408 Division Street 
Northfield, MN 55057 
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